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WOMAN OF THE YEAR---NORMA JEAN CROY 


International Women's Day, March 8,1992 


Out of Control , Lesbian Commit- 
tee in Support of Women Political 
Prisoners, has named Norma Jean 
Croy Woman of the Year. Norma, a 
Shasta Indian and a lesbian, has been 
serving time since 1979 for "con- 
spiracy to murder", even though she 
wasn’t carrying a gun, never fired a 
shot, and it has been shown that no 
murder ever took place! The quincen- 
tennial, 1992, must be the year when 
"NORM" gets her freedom. 


CASE HERSTORY 


In July 1978, Norma, her brother 
Patrick "Hooty" Croy, and three rela- 
tives (ages 17-26) stopped at a con- 
venience store in Yreka, California. 
The store clerk became verbally and 
physically abusive. A scuffle broke 
out. Following this scuffle, a police 
car rolled into the store parking lot. 
Just one of the coincidences. The 
clerk yelled "get them". A chase en- 

sued, with the police radio calling for 
back-up and barking out, "there’s a 
car full of Indians". 


Eventually 15 squad cars and 27 
officers of the law were involved, in- 
cluding one cop who had been drink- 
ing. The police wielded military style 
semi-automatic weapons,shooting "at 
anything that moved". The Indians 
(who had been planning to go deer 

hunting) had one .22 hunting rifle. 
Norma Jean, who never even touched 
Ge iie, ws Set @ Ge bai by 
police. Her comm Daves was Sot m 
the goin whi tying w surrender. 


During a defacto cease fire, Hooty 
was shot by officer Hittson, who had 
been drinking prior to arriving on the 
scene. Hittson shot Hooty twice in the 
back. Hooty turned and fired one shot 
from the .22 rifle which hit the officer 
in the heart. The cop died almost in- 
stantly. Hooty miraculously sur- 
vived. l 


In their original trials, Norma and 
Hooty received sentences of life in 
prison and the death penalty, respec- 
tively. In a new trial in May 1990, 
Hooty was freed from death row by 
an excellent defense team that in- 
cluded Native American people. They 
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told a tale of terror, anti-Indian 
racism, and how Indigenous people 
were hunted down and shot in the 
back by police who had run amok. 
The jury found that the incident was 
provoked by racism towards In- 
digenous people in the Yreka area and 
that police misconduct led to the of- 
ficers death. 


The presentation of a cultural 
defense on behalf of Native Peoples is 
a long time coming in us. courts, 
Sentences against Indians are longer 
and many times are more severe than 
sentences against whites for the same 
“crime”. In several states Native 
children are not allowed the 
"benefits" of juvenile hall, and are 
placed in adult prisons. 


CURRENT SITUATION 


On November 12 1991, Norma’s 
lawyers filed a petition for a writ of 
habeas corpus in San Francisco Supe- 
rior Court. This writ included three 
grounds for reconsideration of the 
case, including new evidence. On 


Letter writing campaign to 
free NORMA JEAN CROY 


Individualized letters are most 
helpful. If you are a long time Bay 
Area resident, or if you know 
someone who is visiting NORM, 
say so. If you have opinions about 
her case and her release date. 


473 Jackson Street, 3rd Floor 


San Francisco, 
94111. 

Letters should reach the 
defense committee no later than 
mid-May. 


California 


"..I think that when Norma Jean Croy 
comes up for a parole hearing again, that 
the parole board should take into con- 
sideration that fact that this court, at 
least. believes that had Norma Jean Croy 
been tried in the case I heard, Norma 
Jean Croy would have been found Not 
Guilty... want the record to be clear that 
this is my judgement, my opinion, having 
heard the evidence in this case..." 

Judge Edward Stern 
Hooty’s trial judge 
May 1990 San Francisco 





December 20, the petition was 
denied. 


Norma’s lawyers are planning to 
refile the petition in another court. In 
the meantime, Norma faces another 
parole hearing. She was originally 
told this hearing would be in Aprii 
1992. However, she has since been 
told that it will happen in June 1992. 


Norma was turned down at her last 
parole hearing two years ago. How- 
ever, she now has several regular 
visitors, who are willing to help her 
settle in the Bay area, and who will 
write to the board on her behalf. The 
attorneys can also use personal letters 
of support from each of you, express- 
ing your willingness to help Norma 
ka xie m the Bzy Ama {sc 
Getails in box this page}. 


Norma also needs a solid job offer 
from an auto repair shop. If any of 
you know of a shop that might hire 
her please talk to them. If they want 
more information they can call her 
defense committee at 988-5591. It is 
expected that Norma will have very 
good references from her auto 
mechanics instructor in prison. 


Norma Jean Croy has spent 13 
years as a hostage of the u.s. govern- 
ment in a California prison. It is time 
for her to be free!! 1992, the year for 
"NORM" to be a free woman! 


Via 


Box 30, 3543 18th St., San Francisco, CA 94110 


International Women’s Day 1992 


On March 8, 1908, hundreds of women garment workers 
held a large demonstration in New York City dem anding the 
vote and a stronger union. In 1920, the Socialist Women’s 
Intemational of Germany added demands for equal pay and 
maternity insurance to the suffrage platform. They also 
declared March 8th International Women’s Day. 

Disobeying the male political leaders of the time, women 
in Petrograd demonstrated on International Women’s Day 
1917. About 10,000 women, mostly textile workers, carried 


banners proclaiming "Down With War" "Peace and Bread". 
Their call for a general strike spread through the working 
class and became known as the Petrograd Riots. 

On International Women’s Day in 1976, the International 
Tribunal of Crimes Against Women was held in Brussels. 
It’s slogan was "Sisterhood is Powerful! International 
Sisterhood is More Powerful!!" 

In San Francisco, March 7, 1992, the rallying cry was 
"500 Years of Resistance Through Women’s Eyes." 


Attempt to Re-jail Dhoruba Bin Wahad Fails 


At a February 1992 hearing, New York State Supreme 
Court Justice, Judge Peter McQuillen, refused to grant the 
District Attorney’s request to reincarcerate former political 
prisoner, Dhoruba Bin Wahad. Judge McQuillen also 
refused to set the requested $100,000 bail on Dhoruba and 
instead released the former Black Pather Party member on 
his own recognizance, pending an upcoming April 16 
evidentiary hearing. 

Dhoruba, framed on murder charges and a target of the 
FBI's cointelpro war against Black leaders, served 20 years 
in prison before a judge overturned his conviction in March 
1990. Since his release, Dhoruba has been traveling 
througout the U.S. and around the world, speaking out in 
support of political prisoners and prisoners of war. Recently, 
he founded an organization called Campaign to Free Black 
Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War in the U.S. 


Following the hearing, over 300 people rallied outside to 
support Dhoruba Bin Wahad. Tanaquil Jones, also one of 
the founders of the Campaign and a leader of the effort to 
keep Dhoruba free, thanked the crowd. In particular, Jones 
praised the organizing efforts of Queers United in Support 
of Political Prisoners (QUISP), formerly Lesbian and Gay 
Folks Supporting Political Prisoners. She spoke about the 
importance of building support for Black political prisoners 
and prisoners of war while at the same time fighting 
misogyny and homophobia. She pointed out that over 5,000 
signatures had been collected on Dhoruba’s behalf in one 
month. 

Donations are urgently needed. Please send checks, 
money orders to Campaign to Free Black Political 
Prisoners and Prisoners of War in the U.S., P.O.Box 339, 
Bronx, New York, 10463. 


Sundiata Acoli Update 


The time is long past due to free Sundiata Acoli. It will 
only happen if there is enough of an outcry from people like 
us. The injustice of his 18 year imprisonment demands 
redress and his release wili enable him io more fully con- 
tribute to the struggle for the liberation of Black people in 
the U.S. 

This man has been contributing since the early 1960’s to 
the movement for Black liberation in this country; has been 
a victim of cointelpro. He stood trial in the New York Pan- 
ther 21 case, in which all 21 Black Panthers were acquitted 
of 147 counts, in a matter of 56 minutes. After the trial he 
became more vocal, politically, and went underground be- 
cause of police harrassment. 


In May 1973, he and 2 others were ambushed by state 
troopers on the New Jersey turnpike in which one Panther 
and one state trooper were killed. Sundiata elluded police 
for 2 days before capture, and has been imprisoned since. 

As with Geronimo, Sundiata is a warm and ardent 
believer in the struggle for freedom in this country. For 
more information about efforts to free Sundiata write: Sun- 
diata Acoli Freedom Campaign, P.O.Box 5538, Manhat- 
tenville Station, Harlem, New York, 10027. Pamphlets 
can be obtained through the campaign at P.O.Box 579154, 
Chicago, Illinois, 60657-9154. 


500 Years of Resistance 


Columbus wrote of the Arawarks 
after landing on shore in the 
Americas, "They would make fine 
servants...with 50 men we could sub- 
jugate them all and make them do 
whatever we want." 

In just 2 years an estimated one half 
of the entire population of 
Hispaniola-- 125,000-500,000-- were 
killed. The slaughter continued. 

October 12, 1992 marks not only 
500 years of genocidal invasion, 
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broken treaties, destruction of many 
Indian lands and cultures, but 500 
years of resistance. Native peoples of 
the world have joined together with 
their supporters to oppose this "Quin- 
centennial Jubilee" with demonstra- 
tions and cultural 2nd educational 
events. 

A whole scries of events including 
an international tribunal (trial) and a 
festival sponsored by the Internation- 
al Indian Treaty Council and other or- 


ganizations will give people in the 
Bay Area a chance to celebrate 500 
years of resistance. Funds are greatly 
needed. For those who pay taxes they 
are tax deductible. Earmark "500 
years". Volunteering time and fund- 
raising skills are needed. Contact and 
send donations to: International In- 
dian Treaty Council, Information 
Office Street #1, San Francisco, CA 
94117. 





